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T 84 YEARS YOUNG,
Carol Burnett has

the multifaceted,
star-studded, award-
winning career that
aspiring performers dream of
attaining. She’s been quoted on
numerous occasions, including
in this interview for Perfor-
mances Magazine, of having
an internal age of about 8. This
has allowed her to transcend
generations and broaden her

appeal to all types of audiences.

And it explains what’s coming
next in her career.

Burnett has been honored
over the past six decades with
numerous Emmy and Golden
Globe awards and nominations,
a Peabody Award and a
Grammy. She was inducted
into the Television Hall of
Fame and received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from
the Screen Actors Guild in 2015.
She has written multiple
memoirs, co-wrote a play with

OMEDY

ICONIC SUPERSTAR
CAROL BURNETT
STOPS IN SAN
DIEGO THIS MONTH.
by JORDAN FRASER

her daughter Carrie Hamilton,
received Kennedy Center
Honors and was the grand
marshal for the 109th Rose
Parade. And that list is hardly
exhaustive of her television,
film and Broadway credits.

So ... what'’s she excited about
now? “Because my show is all
over YouTube, I've been get-
ting fan mail from 10-year-olds,
teenagers and people in their
20s,” she says. “People who
weren't born when we did our



show. As a consequence, when

[ do these evenings now, I'm
getting kids in [the audience]
Sometimes there’s an age range
of 9 to 9o, and that’s such a
thrill for me.”

“These evenings,” of course

>

refers to her hit live performance

question and answer series, An
Evening of Reflection and Laugh:-
ter, which comes to San Diego's
Copley Symphony Hall on Dec

11. During the show, Burnett will
take unscripted questions from
the audience and show video
clips in the same vein as the
legendary openings of The Carol

Burnett Show where the studio

audience had an opportunity to
ask some questions and receive
‘~¥’U.'"\.i!l('{’US answers. The ques
tions serve as a jumping-off

point for Burnett to engage and

G

entertain with highly personal
stories, anecdotes and tales of
amusing moments from her

well-seasoned lif

e and career
How does she prepare for
something so nebulous? “I don't!’
Burnett laughs. “There are never

any planned questions, because
I don't like that. I like to be in
the moment. I show a few clips

in the beginning of my favorite
B B )

moments, and that gets the audi

ence in the mood. Th

Carol Burnett and
Lucille Ball in The Lucy

Show, July 21, 1966

“We had a true

rep companiy.

Vy name was

on the show,
hut we would
do sketches
where we all
would support
Tim, Harvey,
Vicki. Feery
one of us

was allowed

lo score a

touchdown.”

out, and off we go for go minute
People ask me why | do it that
way, and | always say it keeps the
ol' brain matter ticking, because
you really have to be in the now

You can’t be thinking about what

you're going to do tomorrow or

arl - A1 1 vl Sy r
what you did vesterday

In addition to a local appear-
ance— 1ve always liked Sar

.
nett, who is being honored witl
da (WO-NOur special to celieprate
: —

the coth annivereary of The
(e Soth anniversary of 1 ne

Carol Burnett Show. Filmed on

the Show's /CONTINUED ON PAGE &0
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JANUARY 11 — FEBRUARY 11, 2018

B SGFESTIVAL OF
RHYTHM. SOUND.
AND PLACE.

FESTIVAL PARTNERS
ArtPower at UC San Diego + Athenaeum Music & Arts Library
Fresh Sound « Helen Edison Lecture Series - kallisti ensemble
La Jolla Music Society « La Jolla Symphony and Chorus
Lux Boreal Dance Company * red fish blue fish » San Diego Opera

Stuart Collection « UC San Diego Department of Music

STEVEN SCHICK, FESTIVAL CURATOR

Over 30 exciting days, the It’s About Time Festival will
showcase more than 25 performances, installations,
conversations and encounters, demonstrating how sound
can convey emotion and deepen the connections among

us all and how it binds us to one another.

TICKETS & INFORMATION
sandiegosymphony.org/itsabouttime




“No San Diegan'’s holiday is complete
without one of LAMB’S Celebrations !”

SD UNION TRIBUNE

Carol Burnett and
Julie Andrews at

y Carnegie Hall in

- 1962; Garry Moore
and Bumett at

the 1962 Emmy
Awards (opposite).

Carol Burnett Show was named ‘

one of the be

1l time by Time magazine.

In The Carol Burnett soth

>

Anniversary Special, audiences \ / R
of all ages will laugh along as ; . R "%W.:O.
Burnett reflects back on the A San Diego Holiday Tradition for 40 Years!
. Resident Playwright Kerry Meads brings a NEW FESTIVAL SCRIPT
this December - A FARGO CHRISTMAS - filled, as always,
with great music of the Season.
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more. “Everyone we asked to

join us said yes,” Burnet reflects (:HI{]:SI I MAS PASRS ok
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the Netflix series. That age is

so wonderful because the kids
have not yet censored them-
selves. If you ask them a ques-
tion, they're going to answer
with the truth, without think-
ing ‘Should I say that or not?’
and that’s the fun of [the show.]"

She didn't want to spoil the
punchlines, but gave away a
small tease about the kinds of
diverse, unfiltered insights to
expect on the show. “When we
were auditioning, a woman
came in with her dilemma and
said she was going to marry a
man who was raising two very
young kids, and asked, How
do I get them to like me?’ One
kid raised his hand and said,
‘Bribery always works for me."
In another scenario with a
little girl, 1don’t remember the
dilernma, but her advice was to
just follow your heart. It was so
sweet, and so profound.”

The panel of five rotates each
show between a total of 15 chil
dren, none of whom are profes-
sional actors. “We didn't want
them to be too precocious, or
too aware of themselves. It's all
so innocent, and oh my gosh,
they are so smart,” Burnett
says. She’s learning a lot trying
to keep up with the younger
generations, too. T just learned
what [the expression] ‘stay
woke' means, even though it's
passé now" she quips.

No matter the situation,
Burnett is authentically funny,
eager to share the laughter



